
Elder Donald L. Mabey

Western States Mission

Headquarters at

538 East 7 Avenue

Denver, Colorado

From Arrival
April 21, 1939

To Release

Arrived April 2, 1939

April 21


On way to Denver .Pass through 39 or 40 tunnels.  One tunnel called the moffitt tunnel is 6 miles long.


Arrived in Denver at 2:00 PM was met at the train by Elder Burgeon who took us to the mission home.  Met Brother Ballard and other missionaries.  At 5 PM the District Pres. Came over and took my companion and I to a cottage meeting where I gave my first talk.  You really enjoy yourself at one of these meetings.  

April 22


Went after my luggage and played tennis.

April 23


Went to missionary report meeting and gave another talk. 


Went out of town and attended a Sunday School in a place called Arura which was very interesting.  Came back and had dinner then at 6:30 I went to Sacrament meeting.

April 24


Played tennis and was invited out to dinner at a investigators house.  That night I went to see “Dodge City” at the Denver Theater-which was one of the best shows I have ever seen.

April 25


Went to the depot to leave for Fort Collins. Could  not check out baggage soon enough and was left.  So we went tracting and I liked it very much.  Played tennis and went to the Show.

April 26


Left Denver at 8:40 am for Fort Collins on the Colorado and Southern Raildoad.  From track 5.  Arrived in Fort Collins at 11:00 am Check our luggage and then went and got us some dinner at one of the Cafes in Fort Collins.  Went back to the depot and phoned a taxi which took us out to  Hendersons.  We visited there for a while.  Then we started to look for us an apt. to live in.  Their oldest daughter loaned us her car to look around in.  We visited every street there was but could not find anything.  So we went back out to Hendersons to stay that night.

April 27


Started to look for us an apt. today.  We found one for $10.00 and went and got us some things and moved in.  Then we took Virginia Henderson’s car home for her.  Then she brought us back to 203 West Myrtle to our apt.  We got dinner.  I bought me a new suit of clothes and some new shoes and belt.  Had some films developed.

April 28


Wrote my folks a letter and went to town to the P.O. to get mail but was not any.  Went to Woolworths and Safeways to buy some things.  Made two or three trips to town for mail.  Studied for awhile.

April 29


The same just about as yesterday.  Iwent ot Penneys and bought me some more pants to wear.  Made up our reports and wrote some more letters to my folks and Mr. Thompson.  Went to the show at the State theater.

April 30


Got up and had prayer and breakfast.  Got ready and went to Sunday School.  Met the Saints here.

Hendersons
Gray
Richoff
Preston
Garcia
Jenson
Hansen
Hout
Hill
Whiticar

Morgan


Went out to Hendersons had lunch took some pictures of the folds out there.  Walked home took the films down to the drug store to be developed.  Took two pictures of Shirly.  Got supper and went and visited the Christian Church tonight.


The minister gave a pirtty good speech on “disregarded dangers”.  He expressed the point of drinking as one of the most dangers of any danger there is that one can derive from drinking.  He brought this out very clear.


After church we introduced ourselves to him and he invited us back again.  

May 1


Arose about 8:00am got breakfast.  Studied for 1 or 2 hours.  Then got ready and took my new suit down to Penneys to have it altered and a button put on.  Bought two shirts while there.  


Went to the Show of “Little Miss Marker”  and “Nobodies Baby” at the State theater.


Went to the Drug store for my films.  But were not ready So went back up to Brother Houts and got some names and information about the City.  From there went to Pennys for my suit, shirts and bought me two pair of socks.  Then back to the drug store for my films and then home. Ate supper and studied a little .  Spent $4.22 today.

May 2


Studied for about 2 hours and waited for the mail to come.  Elder Hawkins received one letter.  Went to town some time after noon.  Bought me a wire hair brush at Woolworths and some writing materials and shoe soles.  


Bought me a hat, shoes and pants at Brown McDonald dry good store.


Went in to see the Mayo but was not in so went to see the City Attorney about whether we could tract here or not.  Was told it was alright.  Came back to the apt.


Then went back to town for some groceries at Parks and Safeways.


Came back to the apt. and found my Article of Faith Cards and Tracts here.

May 3

Got up at breakfast and study for about 2 hours.


Went tracting from about 9:15 to 11:00.  I delivered 34 tracts, conversed with 14 people.  From there I went to the laundry to see if my clothes was ready for me, but was told to come back tomorrow afternoon for them.


Came back to the Apt. studied and had dinner.  Then at 2:30 went Connotones on 621 W. Myrtle for a visit form 3:00 to 4:00.  Come back home studied and watched the girls go by.  We would try to guess their age.  Then had supper studied some more and then ready for bed.

May 4


Got up had a shave got breakfast.  Then studied for about 1 or 2 hours.  Then at 9:00am we made ourselves ready to go tracting.  We mapped out a marker to start at the end of pavement on La Port Avenue.  We had very good tracting this morning had two very long talks with women. This took up about two hours this morning from 9:30 to 11:30 am.  Came home got dinner and visited a while.  Got my suit ready to take to the cleaners.  Left here about 2:00pm took my suit to cleaners and went tracting for about 1 hour this afternoon.  From there we went to the laundry and got my laundry which cost me 58cents.


Then home and set down and wrote four letters to my relatives in Idaho.  Then got supper on while Elder Hawkins wrote to out of his aunts in New Mexico.  Then we ate supper and done the dishes.  Work on our books for the day.  I got a letter from mother that I should have received 3 or 4 days ago.  Now I am going to do some more studying out of the book on “Vitality of Mormonism” by James E. Talmage.  Then to bed for the und of another day in the mission field in Fort Collins, Colorado.

May 5


Got up and got breakfast and about 9:00 am we went tracting.  We took 30 tracts with us so we thought that if we went a little early we would be able to distribute all of them before we had to quit this morning.


I took the North side of Mountain and Elder Hawkins took the South side.  The very first house I took was a Catholic.  The Priest came to the door and I explained my purpose to him then he looked at me for a minute, and then he said, I don’t think I had better take any of your literature.  So I went on.  


In the next block I found a latter day saint lady that was related to Haysers at home.  We talked for quite a long time.  I left and finished giving out my tracts of about 60 in number.  


Watched the college put on a parade.  Then went home and had dinner.  About 1:30pm went to the Rodeo.  Which was a fair exhibition to me.  They had a very poor rodeo grounds to perform in.  After that we came home and got supper ready.  Then fixed our books and got ready to bed.

May 6


Got up ate breakfast, shaved, studied.  It rained most of the day.  Bathed about 1:00 then washed my garments.  Ate dinner and started to go to visit the Relief Society President but could not locate Vine street anywhere.  Brother Andrus invited us to go to the show with him at the College auditorium.  The name of the show was “The Storm”.  It was a very good show.


We came home had supper and work on our books.  Retired at 10 pm.

May 7


Arose at 7 am shaved studied for awhile then got ready for Sunday School.  Went to Sunday School went to Brother Fillmores for dinner.  Had a very good meal.  Came home work on out weekly reports. And wrote in my diary.  Then we went for a walk out to the western part of town.  We went as far as Sheilds then  North to Oak.  Then West to the Paramount tours camps.  Then we went North again to Mountain.  Then we turned East again.  Then we walked until we came to the block next to home and came home.  Studied some more and then got ready for bed after we had had supper.

May 8


Got up feeling very good.  Had prayer and breakfast and started to get ready to go visit a family.  We had a quarrel and nearly came to throwing blows.  After, we were ready to go we set here making up.


We went down to Houts to see where Vine Street was.  We talked with him for about one hour.  I got my suit from him and we came home and got some dinner.  Then we went through town and got our hair cut.  Then we went on up to La Port and out to Woods Street, then North to the lumberyard and then West to Ghint’s, but they were not home.  Se we came back and got supper and wrote some letters and then we went to the show of “Union Pacific”  It was a very good show.  We left the show about 10:10 and comae come and went to bed.  I got a letter from home that morning. 

May 9

Got up washed down the dishes and wrote in my diary while waiting for breakfast.  Had breakfast then went tracting for one hour.  Come home had dinner and pack ready for Denver.  Went to the Station and 1:15 bought one ticket and left at 1:30 pm arrived in Denver at 4:00pm.  Got on the street car No. 6 and went to the mission home.  Met Pres. Seigmiller and a number of other missionaries.  Spent the rest of the day meeting people and playing tennis.  Then at 8:00pm went to the Depot with Elder Whitmer and Sister O’Neal to meet her sister.

May 10


Got up and played tennis while waiting for breakfast.  Had breakfast and played more tennis.  Got ready for conference at 9:30am.  Went to conference at 10:00am.  Met a few more people and then meeting started with Sister Seigmiller conducting.  She gave a very good talk and the Relief Society Pres. Reported and they were having very good success with their work at different places in this mission.  The first meeting let out about noon.  The Relief Society furnished a good box lunch for our dinner.


Ate and then took some pictures.  Elder Myers and I went and got us an ice cream cone.  Got another cone and then went to the afternoon meeting.


Meeting started at 2:00pm with Sister Seigmiller conducting again.  The prayer asked a blessing upon three sisters that were sick at the time.  The Pres. Finished reports and had two other talks then Pres. Seigmiller gave a wonderful talk.  Meeting let out at 4.  Visited then until 7:00pm  Went to the show at the Victory Theater, “The Eagle and the Hawk” with Frederick March, Jack O’Key and Cary Grant. “Gambling Sky” with Helen Mack.

May 11


Played tennis until noon.  Went to Elder Dexison’s for dinner.  Packed ready to come home.  Got picture taken and then went out to try our luck at Hich Hicking.  Gave that up come back to the train and bought tickets for Fort Collins.  Arrived at 11:00pm.  Walk home in the rain.

May 12


Got up at 9:30 ate breakfast and worked a little.  Went to town bought some groceries and visited Houts for a little while.  Wrote a letter to my folks and mailed it.  Came home went to sleep.  Had supper worked on our books and caught up my diary.  Retired for the night.

May 13


Got up had breakfast, read for a while.  We bathed at noon had dinner.  Went out to 421 Loomis St. to visit some people but were not home.  Went out to Hills at 418 Picktin at 5:00 p.m. and stayed until nine.  Came home worked on boos and then retired for the night.  9:35.

May 14


Went to Sunday school at 10:00 a.m.  They had a very good program although it was not a mother’s day program.  The Sunday School gave coronations to the mothers.


The students from Laramie gave the program which was very well given.


After that we went out to the park and had a picnic in honor of Mothers Day.  After lunch we played softball until we left for home about 5:00 p.m.  Came home and Elder Hawkins wrote up a talk to be given next Sunday at a Aronic Priesthood program for the Restoration of .  I went to the drug store and had a milk shake.  Came back had supper study and then retired at 10:45.

May 15

Up and ate breakfast done the dishes, then studied for about one hour.  When the mail came I had a letter from Paul, Robert, Norma, and one from the rest of the family.  Then we got ready and went to town and got my iron and bought some more groceries.


Had dinner and then went visiting at sister Evans and Bakers.  Went to town and looked at some cars and toured different places.  Went and got Elder Hawkins matches.  Came home studied and then Brother Owen Andrus came and we talked with him for a while.  After he went we got supper and worked on our books.  We washed our socks this morning and wrote poems in the I. P. Books.


It is so hot tonight that we don’t know whether to go to bed or stay up all night.  It is sure uncomfortable here this night.  I am so stif that I don’t know what to do and am sore all over.


Retired at 10:30.

May 16

Got up ate breakfast, shaved and went tracking at 10:00 a.m.  Had a very successful morning of tracting.  Had a very good conversation.  Tracted until 11:15.  Then came home got dinner and studied for about one hour.  At 1:15 took my suit down to Houts to get the grass stain taken off.  Went to Ghents at 2:00 p.m.  Stayed until after 4:00.  She brought us in.


Bought a light switch for my iron and got some more groceries.  Came home at about 5:30.  Studied until 8:00.  Had supper and then worked on my books.  I found our that I spent about $40.00 so far this month.


As we were going out to Ghents we stopped to talk religion but could not get home to talk.  Tried to give him some of our literature but he would not take it. 


Retired at 10:00 p.m.

May 17

Arouse at 5:40 a.m. had breakfast.  Studied for about two hours.  Shaved and ready to go tracting.  Took 40 tracks with each of us.  I gave our mine and then took two of Elder Hawkins.  We finished Oak Street today.  Came home and studied some more, had dinner and studied still more.  Read the Improvement Era and Deseret News.


At 4:00 p.m. went down to see Parker Fillmore at J.C. Penny’s.  Up to Houts and got my suit.  Then home and studied some more.


At 7:00 p.m. went to see Elder Hawkins old school teacher but he was not home so we decided to got to the Nazareth Revival at 7:30 p.m.  And what a meeting it was.  Amen to everything which was said or sung and being sung.  After the main session they had prayer for those who were not saved.


Then was when we left.  Although I would have like to seen more of it.  The things they say and do is terrible.  They shout and howler and almost everything.  Retired at 10:00 p.m.

May 18

Got up studied for a while had breakfast.  Shaved and got ready to go tracting.  Tracted for one or two hours.  Came home had dinner.  Studied and then decided to got to town and by us a tennis racket and go out to the courts and play tennis.


Got a ride out to the park with a couple of very good looking girls.  After we got out their we found out that we could not play with out shoes so we walked back home and I went and bought me some shoes and we went up to the College and played for a while.  I beat Elder Hawkins 9-7.  On our way back we bought us a milk shake and a quart of ice cream.  Had this for our supper.  Retired at about 9:30 - 10:00 p.m.

May 19

I shave went tracting for one hour.  Came home went to town and back.  Had a letter from Uncle Walter.  Read it and wrote in my Diary.  Got dinner about 1:30 p.m.  Then we studied for a while.  Got out our tennis rackets and batted the ball around the room for a while.  Then went out side and played for some time.


The mail came and I had a letter from Gusta Wahlstrom.  Which I was very goad to receive.  We cleaned up our room and got ready for Owen Andrus and Brother Smith to come.  I went to the store and got some ice cream for our supper.


Studied for a while waited for them to come.  It is 8:00and they aren’t here as yet.  They have not come tonight.  Retired at 10:00 p.m.

May 20

Have been out in the mission field for one month.  The day has passed somewhere, but I don’t know where it has gone to.  


We went out and played four sets of tennis this afternoon.  Elder Hawkins beat me 3 out of 4 sets.  I wrote three letters this morning one to mother and dad, one to Uncle Walter and one to Gusta Wahlstrom.  


At about 5 pm Brother Owen Andrus came over and had supper with us.  At 7pm he went after Brother Smith to go over out parts for tomorrow.  


Bathed and retired at 10:00.

May 21


Arose at 6:45 am, shaved and got ready for Sunday School.  Brother Owen Andrus came about 8:45 for us to go and practice our part on the program on the “Restoration of the Aaronic Priesthood.” Left for the Odd Fellows half at 9:00.  The program went over very well.


After church we went out to the park again.  Had a very nice luncheon, played softball nearly all afternoon.  Played horseshoes for awhile.


Brother Vern Wiser and I played Elder Hawkins and Brother Ralph Monck.  Beat them and then played Brother Henderson and Brother Bichoff beat them two out of three games.


Came home had supper and retired to the porch for awhile.  At 9:00pm made out weekly reports.  Retired at 10:30pm

May 22


Arose at 10:00 am, got breakfast and by that time the mail had come.  I had a letter from home and one from Aunt Bertha.  I was surprised to hear that she was in San Diego, Calif.  We studied for awhile and then had dinner.  


Got ready and went to visit Sister Shield who had just recently moved to Fort Collins from Aurora, east of Denver.  We left her place at 5:30pm, came home and studied.  Then I got supper and we studied some more.  Worked on out books.


Retired at 10:00.

May 24


Went tracting at about  10:00 ama.  Tracted until 11:30, then came home and got dinner.  Didn’t do anything until 3:30 pm Waited for the mail which came at 4:30, read the paper.  Got supper and at six thirty got ready to go visit.  


Visited Robert Swanson from 7:15 until 10:00.  Came home and went to bed by 10:30.

May 25


Arose at 8:00am, breakfast, shaved and waited for the mail.  At 1:30 pm Brother Andrus and Brother Monck came over and we walked to town with them to look at a new car.  Went to the Creamery with Andrus.  Stopped and got my pictures.  Found us a room to live in for $12 a month.  Came home got our tennis rackets and went up to the college and played tennis for awhile.  Got afraid of the rain, came home, got supper and studied.


Retired at 9:30pm.

May 26


Went to town and got me a box to send my suit home in.  Met Brother Monck and Andrus.  Went for a car ride.  Sent my suit off and my pictures.  At 5:00 in the afternoon he came and took us for another ride.  Came home ate supper.  At 7:30 he and Brother Fillmore came and we went to Greeley to see Elder McCray and Star.  They weren’t home so we came home.


Retired at 11:00pm

May 27


Arose at 5:00 am.  Went over to the college and played tennis until about 7:30 with Brother Monck.  Went home and packed ready to move.  Looked at two different apt.  Took one for $12.  Moved from about 4:00 to 5:00.


Went for a ride with our landladies son.  Came home talked for a while.   Then work on our books.  The Expense sure has gone up in the last month terribly high.  


Retired at about 10:30 or 11:00 pm.

May 28


Got up at 7:30 am.  Shaved bathed and had breakfast.  Went to church they had Sunday School and one meeting.  Came home and worked on our books.  Mrs. Ferguson invited us to go to Estes Park with them.  


On our way up we seen some very good scenery.  The park was sure beautiful.  We stayed until dark then came home.  After we got home Brother Andrus came over.  I took him up to the store and treated him.  We came back and visited for about an hour.  Then we went to bed about 11:00pm.

May 29


Got up and started to work on our books.  Elder Hawkins got his to check alright but couldn’t get mine to start to check.  We work until about 11:30 before we got them to balance.  Got ready and went to town and got some breakfast.  Bought some groceries came home.


We talked to our landlady for about 4 hours about our religion which was very interesting.


A letter came from home.  Derald sent an announcement card and picture.  Dad sent a letter in it.  He had sold old Dutch and was going to sell Buck, He got $30 for Dutch.


We went to Houts and got an address and bought some milk.  Came home and ate supper.  Went and visited this fellow Mr. Rotin for 1 hour and came home.


Retired at 11:00pm.

May 30


Got up had breakfast and shaved. Decided to go to Denver for two or three days.  Went to town and watched the parade from there to the station.


Arrived in Denver at 4:00 pm.  Went to the mission home and found that no one was at home.  We fooled around until dark then we went to Elder Dixson’s for awhile.  Went back to the mission home.  Walk around town for awhile.  Came back and went back over to Dixson’s and waited until they came home then back to the mission home.  Met Elder Raymond and the other Elders.


Retired at 11:30pm.

May 31


Got up got breakfast then went out and played tennis.  Went to town to get Elder Hawkins glasses.  Went to Dixson’s for dinner.  Came back and played some more tennis.  At 7:30pm went to a cottage meeting out at Englewood.  Came home and retired at 11:00pm.

June 1


Decided to come home that night.  We fooled around the office for the day.  At 7:00pm listened to the Max Bear-Lou Nova fight.  Nova won in the eleventh round.  Left Denver at 8:25 pm.  Arrived in Collins at 11:00pm.  It rained in Denver nearly all day.


Retired at 11:45pm

June 2

Went tracting for a couple of hours.  Came home and drove our landlady to town.  Bought me a new hat.  Played tennis out in the backyard the rest of the afternoon.  Studied for about 3 hours on a talk.  Retired at 10:30 pm

June 3


Never got up until about 9:00am.  Wrote a letter to my folks and one to Raymond Crane who is laboring in the Eastern Stated Mission.  Got something to eat.  Studied while Elder Hawkins finished writing this letters.  Then we went to the post office on our way to see a Mrs. Baker.  Got a malted milk hen on down to her place.  Left there about 4pm.  Stopped at Penney’s and bought me two pairs of socks.  Then bought some groceries.  Came home studied until 5.  Got supper.  Studied again.  Then took a bath and shaved.  Studied again until 10:30 at which time I retired.  

June 4


Got up an made out our weekly reports and then wrote in my diary and caught up my books to date.  Studied my talk and got ready for Sunday School.  After Sunday School we went out to Henderson’s and Bichoff’s.


Elder Dixon and Evans and Hank Bell came up for church.  Hank and Hawkins and I went to Henderson’s while Evans and Dixon went to Bichoff’s for dinner.  


We took pictures of the Henderson family.  Came home and talked until dark.  Got ready for bed and then went and studied..


Retired at 10:30.

June 5


I am 20 years old today.  Studied and talk to our landlady for awhile, when the mail came I had a package from my folks with a birthday cake in it.  Also my shirts.


Bishop Crane sent me a letter.  Talked to our landlady again.  Worked on my books and got up to date.


This afternoon we went to the show at the State Theater.  “Damaged Goods” was the name.  It was about Syphilis.  We came home and studied until about 7:30 pm.  Got supper and then went visiting until about 10:00 we were out to Mrs. Boulter at 810 E. Myrtle.  I didn’t celebrate very much although I would have liked to.

June 6

Got up at 4:30 and went over to the college and played tennis until about 7:30.  Came home and was locked out and waited for the mail to come.  tried to study but couldn’t very well.


In the afternoon went out to Mrs. Ghent’s and spent most of the afternoon there.  Came home and studied.  tonight we went over to Mr. Rotin’s to give a Book of Mormon to him.


Retired at about 10:00.

June 7

Just sat around the house all the day.  Helped load a Frigidaire.  Studied some of the time.


Got a letter from Raymond.  Came this afternoon and was very glad to hear from him.  Caught up on my books.


Retired at 10:00 p.m.

June 8

Got up and got breakfast about 9:00 o-clock.  Studied for a few hours until the mail came.  I had a birthday card and handkerchief from Aunt Jennie.  I was very glad to hear from her.


This afternoon we moved into our new apt. and got straitened around in it.  You wouldn’t think we had any things in here to look at.  Everything is in darows and boxes.  Wend and played tennis about 6:00 p.m.  played until about 8:00.  Came home and got supper.  Brother Parker Filmore came over about 9:00 o-clock.  This sure has been a long day though.


Retired about 10:00 p.m.

June 9

Went tracking about 9:30 a.m.  Tracked until 12:00 noon.  Came home.  Had to wait until 3:00 before our groceries came so that we couldn’t eat.  I spent $2.97 today.  I studied for about three hours.  We had a great wind storm this afternoon.  It sure did a lot of damage to the shade and fruit trees around here.  After the wind we racked the lawn for our landlady.


We tried to play after games.  Such as hanging our selves with a rope.  Put the rope around the back of your head and pull yourself up then try and let yourself down.


I decided I would go to the show so I took off and ran nearly all the way.  The name was “God’s Country and the Woman,” and an adventure staring “John Wayne.”  They were both very good shows.  I came home and went to bet at 12:15 p.m.

June 10

I caught up my books this morning.  Boy but the day had gone slow.  I haven’t done anything but read and fool around this morning.  I took some letters to the post office this afternoon.  I wrote letters the biggest part of the morning.


I went to the show at the America theatre.  I seen “Rooker Coyol” and “Lucky Might” with Tim Holt, Robert Taylor and Myana Low.  I came home about 6:30 talk to Mrs. Fergusen and read.   Retired at 9:30 p.m.

June 11

Got up, bathed, shaved, and got ready for Sunday School.  The lady missionaries were up from Denver to see us.  We had a swell time while in church.  Came home got dinner and made out our weekly reports.


I tried to study this afternoon but it was almost useless.  So I talked to Mrs. Ferguson.  We went to the “Union Service” tonight it included three or four of the main churched here in town.  The preacher talked on the “relationships between United States and South America.”


We met a man that had found a Book of Mormon by the L.M. which were here a number of years ago.  We had a very good talk.


Retired at 10:30 pm.

The week of June 12 to June 17

This week was carried out about the same as all the other days we have been here in the mission field.  


Held a cottage meeting at Longmont last Thursday at Mt. and Mts. Biggs.  The Elders from Boulder were up and we had quite a time.  Friday night we went back and played tennis on lighted courts until 12:30 am.  Went to the show Saturday and saw the pictures “Calling Dr. Hildare” with Sue Argus and “Heritage of the Desert”  Donald Wood.

June 18


Went to Sunday School at 9:30 am.  After that went out to Henderson’s to a chicken dinner, and was it good!.  Stayed there until about 4:00 .   I won a bet from Virginia and went to the show “Kentucky” Starring Loretta Young and Richard Grune.  Came home at about 6:30.  Sang songs until 10:30, then went in and Ed drew Hawkins and my portrait on some paper.


Retired at 11:30.  Saturday the 17th we started to board with the Ferguson’s.

June 19

Got up about 9:30.  Didn’t do much of anything all day.  At 5:30 went out to the park and played tennis and ate supper there.  On our way back stopped and got ice cream cone.  Elder Hawkins ran off with car and Ed and I walked home.  We followed some girls up town and then started home.  Rang door bells and ran and hid.  Got home then called up different people and played jokes on them.


Retired about 11:30.

June 20

Caught up books.  We are trying to live up to our mission rules to see how it goes for a while.  See if we can follow them through each day.  Got up at 7:00 shaved, and started to study.  Left for our tracting district at 9:00 this morning.  At 11:30 home and had dinner at 12:00.  Went visiting that afternoon.  Didn’t have any luck so came home and went and played tennis for a couple of hours.  Home, had supper and visited until 10:30, had a very good religious discussion here at Ferguson’s.  Retired 11:30.

June 21

Two months in the mission field and what a thrill it is.  We didn’t do much in the way of missionary work today.  We talk with the people here at the house this afternoon.  I went to the show.  At the America and State Theaters…Jessie James and Tyrone Power at the America it was sure good.  “Come on Cowboys“, “The last Gangster” and “The Three Musketeers“.

Retired at 10:30.

June 22

Tracted this morning for about two hours.  It was sure hard to tract here in this town.  The people just don’t want anything to do with you.  Came home about 11:30 had dinner and then went out to Henderson’s.  Shirly and George Jr. were the only ones there.  We stayed until about 4:00.  Came home and went and played tennis until about 8:00pm.  Came home, read for awhile, Retired 10:30 pm.

June 23

Went tracting for about two hours.  Came home, ate dinner and decided to go to the show.  Elder Hawkins went fishing with Vic Wise.  About 4:00 we went out the the park and played some real tennis games.  


Vic came in about 7:30 and took me to the show “Stand up and Fight.”  Robert Taylor and Wallace Berry.  

A beauty contest and a milking contest.  After the show we went out to the park for awhile.  Then home.  I came home, retired at 11:30.  

June 24

Just fooled around this morning.  After I took Mrs. Ferguson to town to get some things and back.  After dinner I went to the show.  I seen the following “The Gladiator” with Joe E. Brown and June Lang,  “Portia on Trial”, it’s a lawyer story, “Boys Town” with Spencer Tracy and Mickey Rooney.


Came home, made out my reports and took a bath.  Wrote my folks a letter this morning.  Retired 10:30.

June 25

Got up, shaved and then caught up my diary.  Left for Sunday School at 9:30 am After Sunday School we came home and studied for out meeting tonight out at Hill’s.  Went out to Hill’s at about 5:30 pm.  The meeting started at about 8:30, lasted until 9:30.  Elder Hawkins gave the lecture on Forgotten Empires.  We had a very large crowd:  The Henderson family, the Bichoff’s, Sister Leathem and the Hills.  Came home at about 10:30.  Retired at 11:30pm.


June 26

Got up at 8:00, got breakfast , had a study class, read six chapters in the bible.  Talked awhile with the Fergusons and Manshields, had dinner.  


Got ready to go over to the Boulters, but decided to go up to Estes Park instead.  While up there I wasted a rolll of film.  We got back home about 8:00pm, sat around and talked until about 10:30 then went to bed.

June 27

Got up at 8:00am got breakfast.  Elder Hawkins went tracting alone this morning because I didn’t feel very good.  So I set down and made me a talk.  He came back about 11:30.  Had dinner about 12:30.  We got ready and went over to Sister Boulters on 810 Myrtle.  Stayed until about 4:30pm.  Came back home and read the evening paper.  Elder Hawkins, Ed Ferguson and I went to the show.  “Road to Reno” Randolph Scott, “Robin Hood”  Errol Flynn, Olivia deHavelind.   It sure was a good show.  Came home at about 11:30, retired at 12:00pm.

June 28

Got up at 8:30, had breakfast.  Got ready to go tracting by 9:30.  Tracted until 11:00.  Had dinner at 12:30.  Took my light suit to the cleaners.  Went out to Ghent’s and back.


Got a letter from home and one from Joel and Cora Rasmussen.  Ed and I went back to town and back.  We went up to the High School and played tennis.  Heard the Joe Louis, Tony Galento fight.  Joe knocked Tony out in the fourth round.  Came back, had supper.  


Ed and I went to the show at the American Theater, “Sorority House”  Ann Shirley, James Ellison, “Kid from Kokom”  Wayne Morris, Pat O’Brien, Joan Blondel.  Came home and in bed at 12:00.

June 29

Got up at 5:00am this morning.  Shaved and caught up on my diary for the last two days.  I sat down and went back to study for awhile.  Ate breakfast at 8:30.  C.S.Tin came and sold Elder Hawkins a suit.  I bought a pair of socks and six neckties from him.


Went out and picked cherries until noon.  After dinner, fooled around and picked more cherries.  Went up to the high school and played tennis.  Came back, had supper, read the paper and then Vic Smith came and we went out to the park.  


Saw Governor Carr and watched the softball game between the Oak Street Merchant and the Fort Collins Merchants.  The latter won the game.


Came home and set out in Vic’s car and talked until 12:00pm.


At which time we came in and went to bed.

June 30

Got up at 8:00.  Ate breakfast and caught up my diary.  Went tracting about 9:30 until about 11:30.  Came home had dinner.  Brother Tim came about 1:30-2:00 talked to him for awhile, then at 4:30 he came back and bought me a new suit.  He stayed until 7:00.


Had supper and talked for awhile.  Then we went out to the hills and slept last night. 

July 1

Didn’t sleep very well last night.  Got up at 7:30 had breakfast  and fooled around until 10:00.  Came home.  


After dinner I went and got my haircut.  Went out to Vic Smith’s with Ed Ferguson.


Went to the show at the State Theater.  “The last Stand”  Bob Bafor, “A Man to Remember”  Ann Shirley,  “Scouts on the Reserve.”   Jackie Cooper.  Retired 11:00pm.

July 2

Rose at 8:30.  Studied my Sunday School lesson.  At 9:30, left for Sunday School.


There were only about 8 members there for Sunday School.  Brother Edward S. Tim was there.  We came home at 1:30, ate dinner at 2:00. Left for Longmont at 3:00, arrived at 4:00.  Visited a few of the saints here.  Told them about the meeting.  Back to Sister Diggs at 6:30.  Waited until 8:00, but no one came so we didn’t hold any meeting.  Retired at 9:00pm.  Help bless baby today…the first.

July 3

Out at 7:00 washed and cleaned up.  Caught up my diary by 8:00.  Had breakfast and played checkers til noon.  And got ready to leave Longmont.  Visited with Sister Attwood until train time.  Left for Denver at 2:25pm.  Arrived in Denver at 4:00pm.  Went to the mission home and met all the missionaries.  Played tennis the rest of the afternoon.   Had supper and played more tennis.  Retired at 10:30.

July 4

Got up at 9:00 played tennis until 10:00.  Had breakfast, played more tennis.  At 1:00 President Seigmiller came home.  Left for Burger Park 1:30 or 2:00.  Had a very enjoyable ride up.   Had lunch just after we got there.  After lunch we played ball.  


Sister Hart and Sister Elise choose up sides.  We won 35-32.  Met Sister Evans this morning and is she pretty.   


Left for home at 5:30.  Went through Evergreen Park on way back.  Got home about 11:30, retired at 12:00.

July 5

Got up had breakfast, and on way to Fort Collins by 8:30 this morning.  Arrived in Fort Collins at 11:00.  Came home at fooled around the rest of the day.  Played tennis and such.  Went to bed at 10:30. 

July 6

Got up at 8:30, ate breakfast and fixed bathe tub.   We didn’t do any tracting today.  After dinner Vic Wise and I went and got a malted milk.  I bought Roxey a dress and mother a pair of stockings for their Birthdays.  It sure is hot these days.  Retired at 10:30.

July 7

We got up at about 8:00 and had breakfast.  We sat around and read the paper this morning.  This afternoon we went down to Houts to get some information for Elder Dryson and visited Sister Shed on our way home.  At 7:30 went to the show at the America Theater.  “Bridal Suite”  Robert Young, and Annabellia.  Retired at 11:35.

July 8

Got up at 8:00 stayed at home until around 1:00 went up to Remington to see Sister  Wright.  Came home by 2:30 at 3:00 went to the show at the America.  “Tarzan Finds a Son.”  “Valley of the Saints”  “At the State”  “Scouts to the Rescue”  Home at 8:30.  Had supper and took a bath.  Retired at 10:30.

July 9

Up at 8:00 shaved  and ready to go to Sunday School.  Ate breakfast and left for church at 9:30.  Sunday school took up at 10:00 and out at 11:30.  Home by 12:00 noon.  Caught up my diary and made out weekly reports.


This afternoon we went out to the park to watch people swim.  After we came home we sat around and talked.  Retired at 11:30.

July 10

Up by 7:30 ate breakfast.  Prepared to go to Wellington.  Elder Hawkins got a letter which told him to get an examination.  My nose bled for 10-15 minutes so we didn’t go today.  I have been pretty sick today.


This afternoon I went to the show at the State Theater.  “Brother Rat”  “Blondie”  Came home tonight and we went to the America with Vic Wise.  To see “Tarzan Finds a Son.”  Retired at 11:00.

July 11

Rose at 7:30.  At 9:00 went tracting until 11:30.  This afternoon we went visiting.  We came home and then took a swimming suit back that I had bought which was too small for me.  We stayed around the house the rest of the day.  Retired at 11:00.

July 12

Up and ate.  Had to write for Ed and Vic to fix the sink before we could shave and get ready to go tracting.  The Ferguson Family went to Estes Park this morning, so we got our dinner at 11:30.


Packed our briefcases and left for La Porte at 12:30.  We walked for 3 miles without stopping to rest.  We came to a service station and stopped and talked for a while with the attendant.  From there we went along the railroad tracks to La Porte.  It was 6 miles out there.  We couldn’t find no one home at the place we went to visit.  So we went up to the store to see if the bus came through there.  We came back to Jackson but still no one home.  We started the long trip home.  It sure did get tiresome.  We got home at 7:00 Mrs. Mansfield got our supper for us.  We talked until 9:30 after which time we went to bed.  

July 13-17

We did the same thing as we always do.  Tracted, visited, went to the shows, bought different things.

July 18

Up and ate waited for the mail.  This afternoon shaved and got ready to go visiting.  We found no one home so we came back.  

I went to town and got my hair cut.  At 7:00 pm we went up to Gardeners to spend the evening.  We played Bingo and had Sherbert ice cream for a treat.  Came home and went to bed at 11:30.

July 19

Up ate and went to find out what …  It was sister Lines.  We visited with her and then went down to Houts.  We came home and I had a letter from Ana Craner.  This afternoon we went out to Henderson and visited.  Came home had supper and I went to the show at the America.  “Man of Conquest,” “The Life of Seabiscuit.”  Retired at 11:00.

July 20

Up ate and got ready to go visiting.  Went and visited until noon came home and ate dinner and went visiting again this afternoon.  Tonight we went to the show at Lyric Theater.  Came home went to bed at 11:30.

July 21

Have been in the mission field three months today.  Went tracting this morning for a couple of hours.  We went visiting this afternoon and the rest of the day.  It sure don’t seem like I have been away from home very long.  Retired at 9:30.

July 22

Up and ate wrote a letter to my folks.  Studied for the better part of the morning.  After dinner I went to the show at the America theater.  “Captain Fury.”  Came home ate supper and took Elder Hawkins to the show at the show.

July 23

Up took a bath and got ready to go to Sunday School.  Ate Breakfast and left at 9:30 for church.  Elder Stephenson and Evans were up from Denver.


After Sunday School we went out to the park to a picnic.  We played ball and had a great time.


Gardners asked us up to supper after we got home.  We went up there about 7:00 pm.  Played Bingo and had a wonderful visit with them.


Elder Stephenson and Evans went over to Henderson’s to stay the night.  Retired at 12:00

July 24

Got up at 9:00 ate and studied the most of the morning.  Elder Stephenson and Evans came over about 10:30.  We drew up a petition about getting a new mission pin.


The Elders told us about Charlie Seigmiller running away and getting married.  We went down to Brother Hauts for a while.  The Elders caught the one thirty train for Denver.  Elder Hawkins leg hurt him so we stayed home the rest of the day.  Retired at 10:30.

July 25 to July 31

We did awfully lot of missionary work this week.  Last Saturday we went up to Gardners for the evening.  We played and roasted wieners and marshmallows.  We sure had a wonderful time.

July 30

On Sunday we went to Sunday School.  After Sunday School, Ellen and her Cousin started to walk.  Elder Hawkins and I talk to brother Hout for a while and followed.  They waited up front of Penney’s for us.  We went to pass them and they stopped us.  I don’t know what Ellen thinks about me but she makes it a point to be near me when ever we are together.  I think she is rather a swell girl.  We didn’t do anything this afternoon but talk and listen to the Radio.  Retired at 12:00 pm.

July 31

Up ate and pretended to study this morning but couldn’t.  Went out to the back and played ball until noon.  After dinner we timed how fast we could ride the bike around the block.  I did in 1 min 45 seconds.  Then I raced Elder Hawkins around.  I bet the socks off him.  We got word the Elder Ballard died in Salt Lake City.  We set around and talked until 8:30 at which time we went to bed.

Aug 2 


Still no word from my folks yesterday.  If I don’t get one today will be getting kinda worried about them.


Got up at 7:30 wrote in my diary this morning.  Ate breakfast and studied for a while.  Then waited for the mail man to come.  I got a letter from home with $25.00 in it when I only wanted $15.00.  Went to town to get my hair cut.


Came home, had dinner and waited for the mail man this afternoon.  Got ready and went to the show at the State.

Aug 4

“A Dream”


Last night I had the funniest dream ever.  I dreamed that Hellina had told it around that she was going to marry me.  Just before it took place I told her that I couldn’t marry her.  She broke down then and cried.  They brought her home and put her to bed.  My folks and a lot of the leaders of the church came and they had a court questioning me and Hellina.  I was getting pretty scared.  I told my folks if they gave me an dishonorable release I would marry her.  She told them she just couldn’t visit me that she found me just the same.  Wither I did or not.  Then I woke up.

Aug 6

Up shaved read paper and got ready for Sunday School.  Up at 7:30.  Left for Sunday School at 9:30.  The members that were there sure had a wonderful spirit.  I got up and bore my testimony for the first time in my life.  It sure was a wonderful feeling.  Came home and had something to eat and got ready to go to Denver.  We had a very nice ride down.  We got there about 3:30.  Stayed for meeting before we came home.  I sure was a splendid mutual meeting.  Met the missionaries there and had a very enjoyable time.  Sister Elise told us we were going to be transferred to Denver.  Our return trip was enjoyable.  I had a very good time.  God home and in bed by 12:30.

Aug 11

Up at 8:30 ate breakfast went down town and over to the Shields.  Came home shaved and got ready to go up to Wellington.  Ate dinner at one left there at 1:30 for Shields.


Left at 2:00 went into Wellington and inquired as to where Sister Nelson lived.  Went there and had a very wonderful time, the cottage meeting was grand.  I gave my first talk without preparation and notes.  Left there at 4:30 went over to Harris’s, blessed there baby for them.  Got back to where Shields lived at 6:30.  Had a very wonderful visit and supper.  Left there 8:30 came home and wrote in my diary for the past two days,  Went to bed at 9:30.  I had a wonderful day.  I sat by June most of the way up and all of the way back.

Aug 12


We got our transfer to Denver.

Aug 21


Have been in the mission field “4 months” today.  Went to Englewood to a cottage meeting.

Aug 28


Moved out to Aurora this morning.  Our address is 1527 Dayton.  Got settled and bought some grub.  Went down to the sisters for meeting tonight.

Aug 30

Went up to the sisters for Book of Mormon Study Class this morning.  I did my first anointing today.  It was for sister Hart.  Went up there for supper to attend a meeting at the Gardners Home. 

Sep 5

Went to Longmont and back to Berthoud where we held a funeral for Joseph Myres.  I gave the obituary and then took him to Fort Collins to bury him.  I dedicated the grave.  We stayed there tonight with Gardners.

Oct 25 Wed


Got my first official Transfer.


Today we packed our things ready to move to our new home which we just found.  I packed and then went down to get the mail.  I got the shock of my life when I took the mail out of the box and found out that I had a letter from the office.


This is what was in it.  You are hereby transferred to the East Nebraska District with headquarters in Omaha.  Good that I was already packed when it came.


I call the Office and borrowed some money.  Took my things to the train and got my ticket for Omaha.  We moved Elder Montague to his new home.


We went over to the Mission Home.  Elder Montague practiced on his trombone.  Elder Bergeon and I went to 14th Street and administered to a lady.  We went back over to the mission home and talked to President and Sister Seigmiller. I stayed with Elder Montague tonight.  Home and in bed by 11:30.

Oct 26 Thurs

My last day in Denver.


Today is the last day I will see Denver for quite a while I guess.  At 8:00 I went out to the L.M. to till them good by.  They gave me some bookends for a going away present.  I told everyone out there good by so I left and went over to Miss …  Went over to the Mission Home, told President and Sister Seigmiller good bye.  Sent Elder Mathie a telegram saying for him to meet me at 1:25 am.  I took the City of Denver for Omaha.  I had seat no. 42 and 44 all by myself.  Said good bye to those who brought me to the train.


It was quite a journey for me.  They had to take a lady off the train at Sterling, Colo.


I arrived safe and sound at Omaha.  The Elders met me at the station.  Took Elder Cooby and Wiley home and then came to the D.P apt to stay.


We were in bed by 2:30 am.  My District President is Ivan Mathie and his comp. Paul Lemon.

Oct 27 Friday

My first day in Omaha.


Today is my first day in Omaha, Nebraska.  Who would have ever thought of that three days ago.  I know I wouldn’t have.


I met Sister Barbara Petty this morning and Sister Lovell her companion.  She is very pretty.  We will go home together in just 18 months.


Elder Tune came in and I met him before he left for Denver.  He is sure tall.  He is going to take my place.  Elder Wiley, Lemon and I went out to visit some place this afternoon.


We went to a cottage meeting tonite.  Sister Lovell and Elder Mathie game the talks on Baptism.  They were both very good talks.  We talked for a while after the meeting then the Elders came after us and we went to the show.


There were three shows, very good shows at that.  We went down to see Elder Tone off for Denver where he was going to take my place.  We was home and in bed by 3:00 or 3:00 am.

Oct 29 Sun

Here is my first Sunday gone by here in Omaha for me.  The Sunday School is and was very good meeting.  I gave my first talk in South Omaha this morning.


We went to Presidents and Sister … for dinner today.  It sure was good.


After dinner we went over to the L.M’s. apt until Sister Petty and Sister Lovell.


We went to church and guess what.  I had to give another talk.  Boy was I scared.  Not on your life I wasn’t.


The Pioneer daughters gave the program, which was very good.  They sure have a good organization here.  It was one of the best.


Took Elder home and was back in bed by 1:30 or 2:00 am.


I met Elder Miller today.

Oct 31 Tues

I unpacked this morning.  I took the chance that I might stay for a while.


Went tracting this morning.  This afternoon we went over to the Elders to go to a meeting with them but they didn’t have one.


Meet Sister Petty’s boy friend.  Went to mutual.  Had a very good party there.


This is my first Halloween in the mission field.


Home and in bed by 12:00 or 1:00.

Jan 3 Wed


“Year 1940”


We went visiting today to investigators.  This afternoon we went out to Sedgewicks.  Had supper and then started for the gym to play ball.  We were going along about 20 or 25 miles per hour.  When Bang!  It was my first wreck and how fun it is.  My leg is sure sore and stiff.  It is going to cost me $2.00 for damage.

Jan 22 Monday

We went bowling and then to a show.  I bowled 172 the fist game.  Then 110 and 121.  My average was 135.  At 7:00 we left Freemont for Omaha.  Got home at 9:00pm.  Read a letter from home and then read the paper.

Jan 24 Wed

Here it is another day in which we played for League Championship.  I went out to the L.M’s for dinner at noon.  Then on out to Dee Sedgewicks for supper.  I got a phone call from Sister Petty saying she was going to be operated on at 8:00 pm.


We won our basketball game by a score of 17 to 12.  Which now puts us in the lead.

Jan 25 Thurs

Today has been very dismal to me.  Waiting for word from Sister Petty.  We meet Dee and Margaret Mayor, bowled a couple of games and then to the show.  Elder Cooby and I went to the Hospital tonight.  It was the first Western show I haven’t enjoyed or the others either. 

Feb 4 Sunday 1940

Up at 7:30 and getting ready for Sunday School.  It sure is a lovely day here.


I got to church and had the Songs picked out.  Elder Mathie asked me to take charge of the meeting, so Elder Lemon had the singing.


We went out to Derricks for dinner.  Then on to church.  Sister Petty went to the Hospital again today so we went and saw her after the meeting.  Had a swell visit with her.


There is a lot I would like to write in this but it is not wise to write it.  To many might read it.  If they got their hands on it.

Feb 5 Monday 1940

Just ten months ago today I left home.  It sure don’t seem as if it has been that long.  How the time does fly.


Went tracting for a change this morning.  Got us a meeting for tonight.


This afternoon went to the Hospital to see Sister Petty.  I stayed a while.  Elder Cooley went on out to Elder Mattie’s to get some films.


She was operated on at 6:00pm.  I stayed until she had come out of the anesthetic.  She was in the operating room just twenty minutes.


They have her a shot in the arm at 5:00pm.  She felt better.  She is just swell.  I guess I shouldn’t write more because there are to many people who know to much for their won good.


She begged me to stay longer.  But I had to go to our meeting.  I would have given her anything if I didn’t have to leave when I did.  She was just in the worst part of it all.


We had a splendid meeting.

Feb 6 Tues 1940

When we got up this morning Elder Cooby had a cold so we stayed in this morning, and didn’t go out.


We studied for the most part of the day.


I got dinner, went to the store first.


I bought my first box of candy for a girl.  It sure cheered her up to think that someone was interested in her.  Boy did I feel good.  I helped someone in need as the old song goes.


Was at the Hospital the better part of the afternoon.  Sister Petty is going to be operated on in the morning at last.  She is going in at 9:00am.


We went out to mutual and then back to the hospital.


She asked me to come down in the morning.  So I am going.


I wish It didn’t have to be done.  I am sure nervous that’s how I feel about it.

Feb 7 Wed 1940

This was the longest night I have ever spent in the mission field.  It just didn’t seem as though the alarm was ever going to go off.  I got up at 6:00am this morning for a change.  I got ready to go to the Hospital by 7:00.


I got there in time to see Barbara before she gad to get ready to go into the operating room at 9:00.


She went up at 9:30 and boy that was the longest three hours I ever spent waiting.


Left the Hospital at 1:00pm.  Went down to Mathie’s.  The Elders from out in the Dist. came in.


We all went to the game tonight.  We won again by a score of 24 to 21.  Bowled until 11:00pm.  Then went out to the L.M. apt.  Played monopoly until 1:30 or 2:00am.


I stayed out North tonight.  Elder Cooby and MaCary came out South.

Feb 8 Thurs 1940

I slept real good last night.  It sure seemed good to sleep on a good bed again.


At ten thirty we held a report meeting.  It was a very good meeting.


Sister Lovell and I came down to the Hospital to stay with Barbara for the afternoon.  She sure looked swell.


Elder Booby and I are transferred to Tukomah, Nebraska.  We are going Monday. I sure hate to go.  I hate this transfer worse than any I have received.  I would like to stay until Barbara gets out of the Hospital.


We went out to Logan’s for a meeting tonight.


I have spent the most part of this week at the Hospital.


Boy I feel blue today.  I sure wish I could stay in Omaha a few months longer.  I have been transferred every three months.  Leaving my girl is the worst part of it.

Feb 9 Fri 1940

I have felt very blue today.  Thinking of going to Tukomah and leaving Barbara behind.


This afternoon we went visiting.  Elder Cooby sold a Book of Mormon.


To night we went to the Hospital.  After we went I felt a lot better.  Barbara look very well tonight.


I sure wish I wasn’t going.

Feb 12 Monday 1940

Ready to be taken to Tukomah where I am going to work.  Stopped at the Hospital but she had gone up to surgery.  Barbara’s mother was there but I didn’t get to see her either.  I sure fell terrible today.


Got in Tukomah at 1:00pm found us an apt.

Feb 13 Tues 1940

Here I am in the sticks and down in the dumps.  Wrote Barbara my first letter.  I gave her my pin a month ago today.

Feb 18


Sick Sunday.

Feb 19


Sick Monday.

Feb 20


Went to Hospital.

Feb 21 Wed 1940


Operated on today.

March 13 1940 Wed

Mrs Petty, Barbara, and I went to the show.  “Remember the night.”


Left for the District this afternoon with Mathie and Lemon.  Got to Columbia.

March 21 Thurs 1940

Eleven months ago today when she and I got into the Mission and has it been great.


Just a month ago I was operated on.


I have been assigned to go to Falls City, Nebraska where I will work with Elder Peterson.

April 2 Tues 1940


Just another hot dreary day.  Got a letter from Barbara.  I was glad to get it.  If only she is feeling alright.


This afternoon we went to the show.  “Gone with the Wind,” it is worth your money to see it.


Meeting tonight..  The best I have attended for a long time.


My new shoes are sure hard on my feet.  Sore I’ll say.

April 3 Wed 1940


This has been a rather dull day.  Elder Peterson has been in bed and I haven’t done anything.  I am ashamed of myself.


Wrote Barbara a letter this afternoon and took it too the post office tonight.


Got a letter from Derald this morning.


It just seems as though I can’t do anymore missionary work.  Just can’t get started at all.


But I got to quite loafing and get down to work again.  But I guess I will in time.


The days are bring choked off soon I’ll be going home, what have I done.

April 5 Fri 1940


Here it is just a year ago today I left home for Salt Lake City.


I went through the Temple at 5:00pm till 8:00pm.  It was sure an exciting day for me.  I drove all the way.


Today it can be said that we accomplished something.  Tracking and visiting and a meeting.  If we could do that every day it would be great.


I got two letters today which I was very glad to receive.  One was from Barbara which was a very good letter.  It sure helped to cheer me up.  Then this afternoon I got one from her Mother, “Mrs. Petty.”  It will be a letter I will always cherish in my heart.


I wrote Barbara a letter today so I will be able to write one again Monday.


  Still waiting for a letter from home.  But as long as I don’t have money I wont spend it so I guess it is a good thing I haven’t got any at all.  Time is rallying around and one more year and I will pack my trunks ready for home.

April 6 Sat 1940


It is just one hundred and ten years ago today since the church was organized.  It sure was the best thing that could have happened to the American people and Nation far and wide.  If only they would take heed and listen to us missionaries.  The world needs more calling to repentance in this day and age.  There is a way to much sin in the world.


I attended my first Quarterly Conference in Salt Lake City a year ago today.  Meet President Siegmiller at the same time.


I am enjoying my work here in the Western States mission very much.


No mail today.  I guess the folks much be in Salt Lake at Conference.


It is trying to rain here at the present time.  I wish it would make up its mind whether it is going to turn Spring or Winter.  This cloudy weather is to much.


Guess I will get a letter from Barbara tomorrow.  I may not though but hope so.  Goodnite.

April 19 Friday 1940


Up and went with the Elders over to study class at the missionary sisters.  While there the rest of the Lincoln District arrive, so we got together and I, Elder Warner and Montague and Griffiths went together.  I called a taxi and while I was doing this or supposed to be doing, I gave Barbara the D. I got for her.  Now I have a little more to look forward to.


We went down to the Y.W.C.A. to practice.  Then we went to see “Rebecca” at the Omaha Theater.


To night went to the banquet.  It sure was grand.  I took tickets for a change.  I sure wish I could have done something after it.  At least two of us felt that way.  


Elder Peterson and I went out to Burt’s to stay.  Had one grand time today.  It meant the turning point of my life.  May God bless me that I might succeed in my life’s ambition.  Good night.

May 6 Mon 1940


Received a letter from the folks this morning.  Was it grand.  They told me just what I wanted them to.  Everything is just alright.  They said it was alright with them what I did about Barbara and I.  Had a very good day at tracting.  Held a rather successful meeting tonight.  Wrote  the folds a letter and mailed it.  Hot diggety.

May 12 Sun 1940


Today is Mother’s Day. At Sunday School we had a very good program.  There were quite a few peole there.


Went down to Londer’s for dinner.   Boy what a feed.  There was six missionaries there.  Beside their family of seven.  Played ball until about 4:30.


Sister Hansen and I walked to meeting.  It was sure grand evening to walk.  I had a talk.  I am over my getting afraid anymore, but it sure is hard for me to think of anything to say while on my feet.  Elder Peterson and Cherry took up the remainder of the time.   Went back out to Allen’s.  Gee but that bed was silk.   It was grand.  Almost spoiled me.

Jun 13 Thurs 1940


Six months ago the big moment came.  The turning point in my life.  Got a letter from Barbara and wrote her one.  Held two meetings tonight. Elder Warner sure had a swell time today.  Talking things over.  About marriage problems and such.

Jun 30 Sun 1940


Wrote a letter to Barbara.  I guess she didn’t get her transfer.  Today I baptized my first person.  I had to duck him twice too.  Stopped and watch them drilling an oil well.  They have four or five here now.   Made out monthly reports and a few records.

Aug 13 Tues 1940


Got a letter from Barbara and was it ever good.  Boy oh Boy!  I’m the luckiest fellow there is.  I wrote her one also and I also wrote the folks one.  The Elders left to finish there tour and this afternoon we are going to play tennis in the tournament.  We both lost our first match.  I lost 6-0, 6-3.  Tonight we saw a real good show, “All this and Heaven too.”

Oct 17 Thurs 1940


Boy oh Boy, did I ever get the sweetest letter from Barbara this morning.  She is really one of the best girls there is.  She will always be my choice and nothing will ever change it.  I also wrote her a letter in reply to what she wrote.  I also wrote the folks a letter.  I got the Oakley Herald from home.  The last two days we have got in some very good tracting.  The most I have gone for a long time.  


Tonight we attended the Baptist Church’s revival meeting.  I sure can’t believe what they teach.  I set down and made up an article for the paper this week.  

Oct 24 Thurs 1940


Yesterday while tracting I went to a house and the sun was shining, but as the fellow started to refuse my message it started to rain and then he took my literature and invited me in and I stayed for 45 minutes and just as I went in it stopped raining.


Got a letter from Mother with $25.00 in it.  And she said for me to go ahead and buy me a new suit.  I wrote them a letter.


Sold a Book of Mormon at Verdon.  Went to Shirley’s for Firn’s birthday party.

Oct 25 Fri 1940


Got a letter from Barbara telling me that I just had to go to Grand Island and then some of the other Elders was going to be there.


I wrote her in answer to it and sent it special delivery so that she would be sure and get it tomorrow.  I sure hope she and her mother gets to come to Omaha next weekend.


Today we had quite a chat with the Lutheran Minister while tracting.

Nov 1 Fri 1940


Got a letter from Barbara.  She is leaving for home Tues.  Got one with $20.00 in it from the folks.  Also a letter from Warner.


The parade today was pretty good and had some swell prices in it.


Went up to Shirly’s tonight and joked around.

Nov 9 Sat 1940


Got a letter from Barbara this morning.  She was going through the caverns yesterday and then to Los Angeles last night.  I sure wish I was with her.  But maybe we will be able to make the trip together some day, and I hope it isn’t so very far off either.


Got a letter from Dad.  The first for quite some time.  He said I was the forth one from home to be drafted and do I hate that.  I don’t every want to go into the Army.  It has got me worried and I don’t know what to do about it.  He also said they were getting along just fine and that he wondered what I had to do about this draft affair.  I guess if it has to be it has to.

Nov 14 Thurs 1940


Got a letter from Derald and Roxey today.  The folks bought them a $64.00 typewriter.


Got a letter from Pres. Siegmiller giving me a letter information on the draft problem.  I found out my number was 1904.  The 39th from the county to be drawn.  I sure hope I don’t have to go.

Dec 3 Tues 1940


This morning we got up and had a study class for an hour or so and went down to the train to meet Elder Roberts.  I wrote the folks a letter last night telling them to go ahead and build their new house etc.    I wrote Ed and Arlene a card to let them know all is well.  Then I helped Elder Cherry with his reports for the month.  This  happened last night.


I got a lovely letter from Barbara this morning.  I know she is going to wait for me and she is planning on our marriage pretty strong.  I don’t know how I ever came to rate a girl like her.  She sent it air mail.


I wrote her a letter and sent it air mail.  I sure do hope they get settled so I know where to send my gift to her and call her on Christmas.  


We made out the rest of Elder Cherry’s reports and sent them off.  Tonight we went down to Bill Allen’s to get the names of the members here in Lincoln.  We are going to go down to the  station to see if Elder Layton is coming tonight.  Barbara has been gone a month now.  

Dec 13 Fri 1940


It was just eleven months ago this very day that Barbara and I became engaged.  I have been thinking of her a lot today she has been about  all I have thought about.  We went to town and done Elder Layton’s shopping.  Then came home and went over to the Elders across the street and had dinner.  


Went down and got our laundry and got things straightened around a little.  Came home and done a few chores and got ready to go down to Newville to practice for our Christmas program.  


Listened to the fight for the middle-weight championship.  It sure was a good fight.  


We have a new Elder coming in tonight.  So we are going to meet the train at 1:38.  The train was 15 minutes late.  Elder Garner is his name and he is from Rupert Idaho.  He also is related to Uncle Walter Fewkes.  I stayed across the road last night with Roberts and Anderson.

Dec 25 Wed 1940


Boy I got up and opened my presents and what do you think.  I had a shirt and two pair of socks from the folks with some nuts and candy and cake.  A pair of socks from Uncle Less and a tie from Rula and John.  Barbara sent me a bathrobe and is it pretty.  It is just swell and what I wanted.


Spent the day at Newville.  Tried to call Barbara again but could not get through.  I had a telegram from her when I got home.  

Dec 31 Thurs 1940


Well, here it is the end of another year.  There has been a lot happen in this year of 1940.  All is all I believe it has been pretty good.  I wrote the folks a letter which I should of done a week ago.  We held study class this morning.  Went out to Stott’s for the evening at least part of it.  Then we went to a show a midnight show and what a time.  There was about 9 of us that went.  Went back to Lowders and popped corn for about two hours.


Well this is a different New Years Eve that I spent last year.  We rode around town and then ended up out to our place eating cake and milk.  Tonight we went to a midnight show and didn’t get in until about 4:30 am.  Good bye 1940.

Jan 9 Thurs 1941



Boy oh Boy.  I got the loveliest letter from Barbara this morning.  I didn’t expect one from her, but I was surely glad to hear form her.  From what she says, she still loves me and more all the time.  I sure hope so, because I want so much to have all our plans to turn out as we want them to.  I surely won’t make any mistakes by marrying her.


We went out to Nelson’s and administered to one of their boys and visited for awhile.  She told us to come out tomorrow night and hold our study class tomorrow.  


I went to town and got my haircut and then down to Wright’s Studios and got my pictures.  They are both pretty good.  I sent one of them to Fern and then brought the tinted one home to look at until the middle of next week.  Then I will send it home to Barbara to be there on the date I gave her my ring.  It will be nine months since I gave it to her.  


Came home and took a bath and caught up on my photo album and then we played Chinese checkers until 11:30.  At which time I got things ready to end another day. 


I wrote a letter to Elder Warner he will wonder what has happened to me to cause me to write him.  

Jan 13 Mon 1941


One year ago today was an experience and what a day to remember.  I gave Barbara my seminary pin just one year ago today.  Which was the first step toward our happiness.  

Jan 15 Wed 1941


To start the day off I got a letter from Barbara and did she ever tell me some good news.  She told me she wants to come and go home with me.  Well I wrote and told her I wanted her to come out, so I think she will and will that ever be swell.  I have waited here to do that for a long time.  

Jan 19 Sun 1941



I am staying out at Bart’s.  They sure do treat you swell.  The lady missionaries from Grand Island rode to Council Bluffs with us.  


Stayed at the church all the rest of the day.  Had a slight lunch between meetings.  My  prayers were answered tonight.  I had the privilege of getting up and giving a short talk.  Talked for about 15 minutes on “marriage” and it didn’t seem as if I talked for over 2 minutes.   The whole day was just made complete with that and was it ever a good conference.  It was one of the best I have ever had the pleasure to attend out here in the mission field.  I sure wish Barbara could have been out here today.  On the way home Sister Whitaker and I had quite a talk.  She told me a lot of things which I wanted to know.  Barbara is the only girl I want to have as my wife and so hang the rest of that sex.

Jan 29 Wed 1941


Received a letter from home with $10 in it.  So I sent $6.25 to Denver to pay on my glasses which makes that one debt less to pay.  Thank heaven for that.  They told me I had better come straight home so I could be there before Derald leaves for his mission.  
We had another exceptional day.  Three invitations in out of 6 homes visited, a request for a meeting and an invitation to supper some night.  It really has been encouraging for us.  

Feb 10 May 1941


We got ready to come back to York.  Said goodbye to the Elders and then went down to Pace’s and had dinner. 


From there we went to the bus depot.


A bought a Valentine for Barbara and sent it to her.  I got a very lovely letter from Barbara, but with some rather bad news in it.  She has got to go to California and take care of her heath.  Maybe so we will have to go there to live.  She is going to go home with me so she can meet Derald before he leaves on his mission.

Feb 18 Wed 1941


I had a letter from Barbara this morning.  She is in California and feeling just fine.  Oh Boy she is coming out to yo home with me after all Hurray.   Gosh this next months are going  to go slow.  I wrote and told her to hurry and get here because I surely do want to see her.  Gee it was sure a swell letter from her.

Feb 26 Wed 1941


Had a letter from Elder Warren this morning.  I wrote a letter to the folks asking them if they could get me a drivers license.


Tonight we went down to the Christian church to attend their choir.  Which turned out to be pretty good.  The leader of the choir now asked me if I would not accept the responsibility of leading it.  So it looks as if I have me a new job.  Maybe I hadn’t ought to do it, but it may do us a lot of good and make a few more friends and that is what we want here.  We may be able to show the film slide “King of Kings” to the Christian Church which will open up another field.

Feb 28 Fri 1941


I got a letter from Barbara this morning.  She asked me if it would be alright for her to go and take up a nursing job for a while.  I told her she could but I’m praying she don’t’.  Because I want to get married in a short time after I got home.  I also told her what way we were going home.  We will wait and see just what her folks way about it.


I have been under the weather all day.

March 6 Thurs 1941


I got a letter from Barbara.  She told me she had given up the idea of taking a course of nursing.  Boy am I glad of that.  Now I can’t wait for my release to get her so she can come out and be with me on my trip home.  She may come out a day or two before.


Tonight we held a meeting with Mr. and Mrs. Conat.  It was a very good meeting too.  They asked several questions, and really had us thinking at times.  Had a total of fourteen in attendance.  Which was very good for the first time.  Also made another arrangement to hold another meeting a week from tonight.

March 7 Fri 1941


I had another letter from Barbara today.  It sure did have a lot of good news in it.  She is all set to come out and go home with me.  We are going to meet in Omaha and then we will be able to go where ever we can from there.  


I 
I started to write her but as I was getting a good start Brother Stokie came and asked us if we would like to go to Grand Island with him.  So off we went.  Found the missionaries at the L. Mis??? and so we spent the whole day there.  Went to a show and a birthday party at Hayward’s.  Also bowled a game or two, my score was 121 and 110.


All four of we elders stayed at the elders apt.  Four of us in one bed.  I just didn’t get hardly any sleep.  I started on one side of the bed and ended up on the other side.

March 12 Wed 1941


I received a letter from the folks and with some bad news in it.  I may go home and in a very short time.  I wrote and told them I would come home if they wanted me to.  And that they must tell me in their next letter what they decide.  I hadn’t better tell Barbara anything about it until I am sure what is going to happen.  


Went to choir practice tonight and went over some very good songs.  After that we went out to Welding’s and held a meeting. Bowled a game and rolled 131 score.

March 14 Fri 1941


Boy oh Boy!  I got a letter from Barbara and was it grand.  If people think as much of me as she says without having met me, then I have a reputation to meet up with when I get back there and meet all of her relatives and friends.  I wrote her and asked if it would be possible for her to come out if by any chance I was released a few weeks ahead of time.  I wrote the folks a card asking them if I could have me a new overcoat.  I hope I can so I will be dressed up fit for a king when I meet Barbara’s folks.  


Sent the projector to Elder Layton.  I sure hope there is nothing more wrong with it.  Gee but today has been long.  It has gone so darned slow.  I guess it was because we didn’t do so very much.  It has been a peculiar day.  This afternoon we took a little walk.  Started and went out to the North part of town.  I guess we could have gone down to the library for a while.  I wish I knew just how things are and how long I will be staying in the mission field.  But I guess I will know soon enough.  

March 18 Tues 1941


I got a letter from Barbara saying she was leaving for home day after tomorrow.  She has sent for her pass so she will be able to leave as soon as I am released.  I wrote her but she will not be in Los Angeles when it gets there.  I had a letter form the folks saying they were going to have me released in time for conference in April.  Went over to Cummings for the evening (Francis Cummings).  Sang a few songs and picked one out that I could sing in a couple of weeks.  


Went out to Welding’s  this morning.  It has been a pretty good day.  Tracting was fair.  

March 26 Wed 1941


I wrote a letter to Barbara this morning.  I should have done it a week ago.  Wrote a card to Warner telling him I may see him in a few days.  I received a letter from Barbara saying she couldn’t get her pass in time to come out and meet me.  Went to choir practice tonight and afterwards had Mr. and Mrs. Woodhead and Mr. and Mrs. Hendrick up for some ice cream and cake.  I have not been feeling very well all day.  Something surely is wrong.  

March 28 Fri 1941


I wrote Brother and Sister Toy a card telling them I was sorry that I couldn’t make a dinner Sunday.  I also wrote the folks  a card to find out if they had heard anything from Pres. as yet.  This afternoon I received a Air Mail Special Delivery letter from Barbara saying she had received her pass and that it was up to me to tell her when to leave.  So I went over to Ellis’s to see if she could stay and then I came home and wrote her an airmail special delivery letter right back.  Telling her to come as soon as she could and to meet me here in York, and that we would go from here to Omaha.  Also that I would stand all the extra expense for her.  Mailed it down at the depot so it could go out this evening. 


 I also sent the folks a night letter asking them for some money so I could have it when Barbara gets here.  Went out to Stokes and spent the evening.  Gee I am so excited I don’t know whether I am coming or going.  I hope we can make all the plans we want to and that my release gets here in time. 

March 29 Sat 1941


At last I know one thing.  I am not going to be released for two or three days anyway.  Tonight I called Denver to find out just what was going to happen.  President Seigmiller had not been in Denver since the folks wrote to him and so he doesn’t know of their request.  I found this out so I could answer Barbara’s telegram.  


Barbara asked me to meet her in Grand Island at 5:00am Monday.  Will wait and see if I get an answer to my telegram to her.  I received a letter from the folks with $40.00 in it and so I went and bought me a new overcoat.  I wrote them a letter telling them that I didn’t know anything about my release. 


I talked to Elder Jensen over long distance and 7:00pm. and with Barbara right after that. 

March 30 Sun 1941


Today was the day I sang my solo at the Christian Church.  It turned out pretty good considering all but the one mistake I made.  This afternoon we went out walking.   It was too much like spring to stay at home.  I wrote dad a card telling him I wouldn’t know till the third or fourth whether I was going to be released or not.  Wrote Barbara a letter.  Explaining the trouble we were in.  I would have been on my way home if Pres. had not gone to Salt Lake so soon. 

April 8 Tues 1941


I got a letter from Barbara telling me that she had some good news.  She said we were going to be together sooner than expected.  I had a letter from Dee Sedgewick.


